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The Story of Elisha and the King of Syria 

(II Kings 6:1-17) 

 

 

And the sons of the prophets said unto Elisha, Behold now, the place where we dwell 

with thee is too strait for us.  Let us go, we pray thee, unto Jordan, and take thence every 

man a beam, and let us make us a place there, where we may dwell.  And he answered, 

Go ye.  And one said, Be content, I pray thee, and go with thy servants.  And he 

answered, I will go.  So he went with them.  And when they came to Jordan, they cut 

down wood.  But as one was felling a beam, the ax head fell into the water: and he cried, 

and said, Alas, master! for it was borrowed.  And the man of God said, Where fell it?  

And he showed him the place.  And he cut down a stick, and cast it in thither; and the 

iron did swim.  Therefore said he, Take it up to thee.  And he put out his hand, and took 

it.  Then the king of Syria warred against Israel, and took counsel with his servants, 

saying, In such and such a place shall be my camp.  And the man of God sent unto the 

king of Israel, saying, Beware that thou pass not such a place; for thither the Syrians 

are come down.  And the king of Israel sent to the place which the man of God told him 

and warned him of, and saved himself there, not once nor twice.  Therefore the heart of 

the king of Syria was sore troubled for this thing; and he called his servants, and said 

unto them, Will ye not show me which of us is for the king of Israel?  And one of his 

servants said, None, my lord, O king: but Elisha, the prophet that is in Israel, telleth the 

king of Israel the words that thou speakest in thy bedchamber.  And he said, Go and spy 

where he is, that I may send and fetch him.  And it was told him, saying, Behold, he is in 

Dothan.  Therefore sent he thither horses, and chariots, and a great host: and they came 

by night, and compassed the city about.  And when the servant of the man of God was 

risen early, and gone forth, behold, an host compassed the city both with horses and 

chariots.  And his servant said unto him, Alas, my master! how shall we do?  And he 

answered, Fear not: for they that be with us are more than they that be with them.  And 

Elisha prayed, and said, Lord, I pray thee, open his eyes, that he may see.  And the Lord 

opened the eyes of the young man; and he saw: and, behold, the mountain was full of 

horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha (II King 6:1-17 KJV). 
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Elisha was a prophet that helped the king of Israel against the king of Aram, who was making 

war against Israel.  Elisha, a man of God, sent word to the king of Israel warning him about an 

ambush planned by the king of Aram.  Troubled by his failed plan, the king of Aram inquired 

and discovered that Elisha was the one helping the king of Israel.  So, the king of Aram sent his 

servants to find Elisha so that he could send and get him.  When the news came that Elisha was 

in Dothan, the king of Aram sent for Elisha.  Well, not exactly.  Instead, the king of Aram sent 

horses, chariots, and a great army by night to surround the town where Elisha was.  The next 

morning, when the servant of Elisha woke and went out, he saw the great army surrounding the 

town.  The servant then asked Elisha what they were going to do. 

 

And he answered, Fear not: for they that be with us are more than they that be with 

them (II Kings 6: 16). 

 

At that point, we can only imagine that Elisha’s servant thought his master had lost his mind.  

For the servant, there was no they that was with them; all he could see was the they that was with 

them surrounding the town.  It does make one wonder what exactly Elisha saw that the servant 

did not see. 

 

And what Elisha saw that the servant did not see is what we want to focus on.  Remember, we 

are taught that spirit beings have no materiality or physical substance.  Now when the servant 

woke and went out, he saw the great army that the king of Aram had sent surrounding the town.  

The servant went to Elisha and asked what they were going to do.  Elisha answered saying, Have 

no fear; those who are with us are more than those who are with them.” 

 

Listen to what Elisha did next. 

 

And Elisha prayed, and said, Lord, I pray thee, open his eyes, that he may see.  And the 

Lord opened the eyes of the young man; and he saw: and, behold, the mountain was full 

of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha (II Kings 6: 17). 
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Elisha prayed, asking the Lord to allow his servant to see all that he could see.  And the Lord 

opened the eyes of the servant and the servant was able to see exactly those things that Elisha 

could see.  Keep in mind that he servant was unable to see what Elisha saw until the Lord opened 

his eyes.  We know that the opening of his eyes was not speaking of organs of vision that he had 

in their head.  Those eyes were already opened because he could see the Aramean army 

surrounding them.  No, this is speaking of his eyes of awareness, those eyes that allowed him to 

perceive what was truly going on around him.  He actually became aware of another world that 

exists in conjunction with this world that he could already see. 

 

When the servant’s eyes were opened and he was allowed to see, he saw another world.  He was 

allowed to into the spirit world, a world that was existing in conjunction with this three-

dimensional world.  He was allowed to see a world that was able to occupy the same space as 

this world.  The servant was actually allowed to see into the spirit world.  And in that world, he 

saw the mountain full of horses and chariots of fire surrounding Elisha.  But wait one minute, 

this brings up several questions.  Are we not taught that sprit beings have no materiality or 

physical substance?  Was it not Jesus, who said, a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me 

have (Luke 24:39)?  And have we not been led to believe that spirit beings are invisible?  Are 

we to believe that the mountain full of horses and chariots of fire surrounding Elisha had no 

materiality or physical substance?  We think not, but let us look at this from another perspective.  

The army of horses and chariots of fire surrounding Elisha were put in place for the sole purpose 

of protection.  This means that should the need arose, they would have been able to engage the 

Aramean army.  And while we are unable to indentify it, we now know that spirit beings, do in 

fact have material and physical substance. 

 

So what does this say about God, whom Jesus said was a spirit (John 4:24)?  This means that 

God also has material and physical substance.  This also means that God is able to protect us in 

ways that we could not image because we lack the eyes to see into the spirit realm.  Once we our 

eyes of awareness are opened, then we are allowed to perceive what is truly going on around us.  

We actually became aware of another world that exists in conjunction with this world that Elisha 

could already see.  So, we have to have faith that God has more of them that are with us then 

those that are with them that we can actually or physically see with our eyes. 
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I trust this compilation has ministered to you, added to your understanding, and that you have 

been the better for have read it.  It is not my intent to question any religious beliefs nor is this an 

attempt to convert anyone to a certain religious belief or religion.  I only seek illumination of the 

scriptures and offer the same with that which has been revealed to me.  Regardless of what may 

be included in a devotional or a comment that I may include, open up your Bible and check it 

out for yourself.  Words can be manipulated to say many things, make sure the ones that you 

accept are in line with the truth.  I welcome your comments and questions.  As you seek the 

truth, know that the revelation will come if you believe.  If this message has been a blessing to 

you, and you have found it to be useful aid, please feel free to include it in your studies and to 

share this message with others so that it can be a blessing to them as well.  Keep in mind that the 

Scriptures are the inspired Word of God and are given to tell you what to believe, what is wrong, 

how to correct wrong, and how to live.  They are a treasure of knowledge and understanding, 

showing how to distinguish right from wrong and how to find the right decisions.  For the Lord 

grants wisdom and from it comes the knowledge and the understanding of righteousness, 

judgment, and equity.  The conditions for obtaining wisdom are very simple; you must earnestly 

seek it.  Once wisdom, truth, and understanding enter the very center of your being, discretion 

will preserve you, understanding will keep you, and joy will fill your life.  Truth is limited to the 

width of your belief and the depth of your desire, receiving only that which you believe, 

according to your faith.  Therefore, escape your confines to diligently search the mystery 

unlocked from within, continually refreshing reason, and striving to properly separate truth-

absolute.  Remember to stay in the Word, tending to it daily that you may enjoy your blessings 

and your covenant promises, all to the glory of the Father, all for the work of the kingdom, and 

all to establish his covenant, all in the name of Jesus. . . . 

 

Enjoy your blessings for they are many, 

 

Your Brother in Christ, 

George A. Evans 

 



 

 

Understanding this Compilation 
 

This is a compilation of materials gathered from various sources composed together to define 

and to illustrate the ideas and thoughts contained within.  In an effort to uncover the secrets of 

the Bible while researching and compiling the materials for this project, every effort has been 

made to acknowledge any written word, spoken word, thought, or idea from an author, speaker, 

teacher, or church leader that has expressly contributed to the completion of this project.  It is not 

the intention of this author to accept or take credit for, nor to infringe on any copyrighted 

material or the thoughts and ideas of others but to compile existing information into one unified 

thought and to record these thoughts on paper in a manner that will contribute to the growth of its 

reader.  This compilation is not intended to criticize or question any religious beliefs or religions 

nor is it an attempt to convert anyone to a certain religious belief or religion.  It is however, 

intended to necessitate thought from and verification to those who receive it, to share those 

uncommon revelations that exist in the Word of God, to aid in studying and rightly dividing the 

word of truth, and to be a useful tool for those who have an ear to hear. 

 

The bold, italicized, and indented scriptures quoted in this compilation are the King James 

Version (unless otherwise noted) are from The Bible Collection Suite (primary source) (Copyright 

© 2005 www.ValuSoft.com) or from The King James Study Bible (secondary source) (Copyright 

© 1988 by Liberty University) (used by permission). 

 

Other scriptures quoted in this compilation are from The Bible Collection Suite (Copyright © 

2005 www.ValuSoft.com) and are noted by abbreviated acronyms such as (MKJV) Modern King 

James Version, and (ASV) American Standard Version. 

 

Some scriptures used in this complication are from The Living Bible (Paraphrased) (Copyright 

© 1971 by Tyndale House Publishers) and are noted by the abbreviated acronym (TLB) (used by 

permission). 
 

 

Should you have any questions, comments, or would like to get a copy of this or any other 

publications, please contact us.  There is also a Daily Devotional series that is available via 

email. 
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